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Summary

This document aims at showing the need for an update of the AIDC SARPs following OPLINKP activities 

1. Introduction

This paper aims at pointing to the ATNP the need to update the technical SARPs related to AIDC following recent activities that took place within the OPLINKP.

2. Rationale

2.1 Background

The OPLINKP (and before that the ADSP) has started the process of reviewing the AIDC material contained in the Manual of ATS Data Link Applications with the view to incorporate AIDC in the PANS-RAC. During this process, the need for updating the content and list of AIDC messages was identified. This need was a consequence of the recognition by the OPLINKP that since the early days of the AIDC work (back in the mid 90's) the requirements had somewhat matured. 

Now the OPLINKP is about to finalize proposed amendments to the PANS-RAC to include AIDC. The next WGA meeting end of March should recommend that the work done so far should be brought to the attention of the Air Navigation Commission for inclusion in the PANS-RAC. For your information, the PANS-RAC amendment proposal concerns Part VIII, IX and a new appendix describing the messages, their content and a suggested sequence of use.

2.2 Action

As the work done by the OPLINKP has changed the list of AIDC messages and additionally changed some message contents, the technical SARPs should be updated to reflect the changes. Thus, this paper recommend that the work programme of the ATNP takes into account the need to update the technical AIDC SARPs to be consistent with the proposed PANS-RAC amendments that OPLINKP is about to complete.

3. Recommendation

The meeting is invited to include in the ATNP work programme a task to update the AIDC SARPs using the result of the next OPLINKP WGB meeting in Redondo Beach end of March.
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