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Summary

This information paper gives a brief overview about a study that was conducted and finalized
recently by a consortium of European Air Traffic Service Providers. The set of related

documents including the final report will soon be made available to the public via the CENA-
server.

For further inquiries refer to the consortium partners represented by the authors of this
IP(brian.cardwell@nats.co.uk, ricci_christine@email.stna.dgac.fr, thelitz@compuserve.com).
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1 OVERVIEW

The "ATN Compliant Communications - European Strategy Study" (ACCESS) project was undertaken
between January 1997 and March 1999 by National Air Traffic Services Ltd (NATS), the Service
Technique de la Navigation Aérienne (STNA) and the Deutsche Flugsicherung (DFS) and part-funded
from the European Commission's programme for financial aid in the field of Trans-European Networks -
Transport (TEN-T).

The main objectives of the study were:
1. development of an ATN Architecture,

2. development of an Implementation Plan in the European core area in conjunction with
EUROCONTROL

3. conduction of interoperability and validation trials between States using ATN-compliant ATS Message
Handling Services.

The geographical area considered in the ACCESS study comprised the following European countries:
Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the United
Kingdom. However, the architectural principles proposed in this Study are also applicable to the whole
European area.

The ACCESS study proposes a "Target ATN Architecture” for 2010 in a European core area including
target ATN services, -infrastructure and -routing organisation. The purpose of first defining a Target
Architecture for 2010 was to ensure that the design of a long term European ATN would be undertaken
using principles that ensure optimal network performance into the future. Given an optimal Target
Architecture to aim for, a transition path can be defined that directs local ATN development initiatives
towards the Target Architecture, thus the separate elements of the network evolve within a co-ordinated
design. From the starting point of an "Initial ACCESS ATN” this transition was described in a dedicated
working package (WP 240, see table).

Whereas the above mentioned objectives (1) and (2) where reached by the study group, the objective (3)
was not achieved but modified due to delay effects from associated European AMHS-projects.

The consortium decided to complete the definition work of ATSMHS Interoperability and Conformance
testing. The result of this work is a framework for the establishment and conduction of interoperability
trials between two or more AMHS implementations, and for specific conformance testing activities on
individual AMHS equipments. This will expedite the efficient operational introduction of such systems in
the future.

The produced documents serve as input for the EUROCONTROL lead ATN-Implementation Task Force
which delivers technical input for the ongoing European LINK-programme (formerly known as "Link
2000+") and will be made available to the publicl free of charge as soon as the final report is accepted by
the European Commission. This is expected to occur during June 1999.

! One access point for the study will be the CENA ftp-server.
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